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I greet you in the powerful name of Jesus the Christ!  
 
All I can say is Hallelujah for all the things God has done. You may notice that in the midst of winter, 
spring is in the air with daffodils and azaleas blooming. What might God be up to in 2023?  Mary 
sings in Luke 1: 46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant. Surely from now on 
all generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name; 50 indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
 
We are deep in the midst of the Lenten season with our Lenten Study, Devotional and Sermon Series 
on Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts and Outlaws. As you know we experienced deeply 
moving Ash Wednesday services.  The study is being offered at two separate times: Wednesday 
evenings and Thursday mornings. Also, you have been sent the 40-day devotional. Each Lent, I am 
trying to maintain a teachable spirit. My Lenten focus for spiritual growth during this season is to fo-
cus on the Fruit of the Spirit – self-control. Every year, I listen to the spirit to instruct me which one I 
will take on for the entire year. My challenge is ‘What are you doing to renew your faith during Lent?’  
 
We have had challenges in transitioning back into the building and being on zoom, because there is a 
different feel being in the sanctuary and being on zoom. Thus, we’ve had several suggestions on how 
to make it better and more meaningful. We are trying to incorporate your desires and suggestions. 
We are also trying to balance that with reaching younger generations. We don’t always get it right but 
with intentionality, it will get better as we prayerfully focus on glorifying Christ and edifying God’s peo-
ple.  
 
We solicit your prayers with me and the worship team as well as for us as we seek to be relevant and 
spirit filled. Our desire in worship is first to please God because worship is about God. Our second 
desire is to touch worshipers and grow mature Christians.  
 
I’m so excited about Easter and having Pastor Jones and Pastor Pittman on board to focus on the 
spiritual needs of our children, youth, and young adults.  We have some exciting spiritual opportuni-
ties in April with Easter on the horizon. Our theme for Easter is Made New: Easter Changes Every-
thing! On the first Sunday, April 2, we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper and Palm Sunday with proces-
sional and special music.  Holy Week begins on Monday, April 3, with final Lenten Bible Study Class 
on Holy Wednesday at 7pm via zoom. Maundy Thursday will be the  Tenebrae service at 6 pm (in 
person) and finally, Good Friday will also at 6 pm (in person) with He Chose the Nails (laity and cler-
gy speaking).  
 
Easter is on second Sunday, April 9, with sunrise service which will be held outside at 7 am with 
breakfast at 8 am and then our Easter Celebration at 10 am with special music and student presenta-
tions. Don’t miss this opportunity to invite family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors. Sing with 
Mary – “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices”, that God would entrust us with God’s 
ministry and plan of reconciliation in the world. What an awesome responsibility.  
 
Yours In Partnership in Ministry with Christ,  
 

Pastor Tucker 
 
Pastor Tucker 
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OUR GREATEST LOVE: OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

by Rev. Tanya Y. Pittman 

 My heart is always filled with awe and I get such a warm fuzzy feeling every time I hear 
Whitney Houston sing The Greatest Love. These lyrics are powerful: “I believe the children 
are our future. Teach them well and let them lead the way. Show them all the beauty they 
possess inside.  Give them a sense of pride to make it easier. Let the children's laughter 
remind us how we used to be.”  Our children need to know they are beautiful inside and 
outside, that they have worth; that their lives and contributions to the world are priceless. 
The world offers so many opportunities for our young people to be distracted from spiritual 
growth and development. The need for them to develop an abiding relationship with God 
and Jesus Christ is placed on the back burners with other worldly forces becoming front 
and center in their lives: sports, hobbies, social media, part-time jobs, etc. Attending 
worship services and being actively involved in church should be foundational much like 
bathing, eating, sleeping, and cleaning.  Church should be a consistent routine in your 
young person’s life, an important activity that takes priority in your family’s life. 

 Our young people are in the world searching for heroes and sheroes, someone to look up 
to.  Unfortunately, they oftentimes find their role models in the wrong people and groups 
such as gangs, characters that demoralize them, and they end up emulating socially 
unacceptable qualities.  Young people need guidance and support as they navigate through 
the most challenging part of their development and seek to grow in their walk with Christ. 
That is why Bethel UMC formed a Student Ministry, with outstanding leadership, to help lead 
our young people and build meaningful relationships with them. It is important for the truth 
of the gospel to be passed down from generation to generation in order to grow the body of 
Christ. Ultimately, helping children and youth to grow spiritually in their formative years will 
equip them to make an impact for Christ both now and in their future. 

 Research shows that young people who attend church regularly are happier, healthier, 
and better-adjusted. As our culture slides further into depravity, children and youth need 
church more than ever. Our children are being constantly barraged with teachings that 
directly contradict Christian beliefs. It is imperative that Christian parents actively work to 
undo this indoctrination. Understanding why God calls us to be set apart from the secular 
world and their beliefs helps us to growth in our faith and our walk with Christ. Remind your 
children of how it used to be and why. Give your children a sense of pride, teach them well 
so that one day they will lead the way; help them to find their greatest love which is within 
them through their Christian walk. 
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In addition to second Sunday being the  
Children and Youth Service, it was also  
Ralph J. Bunche Middle School Day. 
 
The children and youth did a fantastic job with their 
participation. 

Malia Morse sang :Walk with Me, Lord” by  
Mahalia Jackson.  Rev. Tanya Pittman preached a 
sermon on “Love, Justice, and Repentance.” 

 

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY SERVICES 
Ralph J. Bunche Middle School Day—February 12 

Diane Easley introduced  
Mrs. Kimberly Whitfield,  
principal of Bunche Middle 
School 

Amani Hill-Dawson and James Hicks read “Hey, Black 
Child.”   Eva Warren, granddaughter of Rev. Anika Jones, 
read the scriptures. 

OLD TIME RELIGION SUNDAY—FEBRUARY 19 

A few of the attendees at 
Sunday’s service 
 
Rev. Emile Ennis, first 
African-American pastor 
appointed to Bethel, was 
the guest preacher. He 
delivered a powerful 
message about ‘Back in 
the Day.” 
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Metro Atlanta had a cold spell recently.  The chill factor was in the teens several days.  Bethel 
UMC reached out to the community to help some of our brothers and sisters who needed 
warmer clothing.  ROLAND FOSTER was instrumental in making sure that Bethel continued our 
mission in providing warm winter wear for local men and women in transition.  Pastor Tucker 
blessed 16 heavy jackets that were delivered to Trinity UMC .  Mr. Foster was accompanied by 
ERNEST PERRY.  They served as servant volunteered at Trinity UMC on Sunday, January 23, 
2023.  

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM MINISTRIES 

HBCU DAY AT BUNCHE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

ROLAND FOSTER participated in HBCU Day at Bunche Middle School on February 13.   

Can you guess which HBCU this Golden Bear represented? 
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The Christian year contains two cycles: the Christmas Cycle (Advent– Christmas–Epiphany) and 
the Easter Cycle (Lent–Easter–Pentecost). Within each cycle are a preparatory season 
symbolized by the color purple and a festival season symbolized by the color white. After each 
cycle there is an ordinary time of growth symbolized by the color green. Thus there is a 
sequence of seasons using purple, white, and green in that order twice each year. 
 
Purple is a color of both penitence and royalty used during the preparatory seasons of Advent 
and Lent. White and gold are joyous and festive colors used during the Christmas and Easter 
Seasons (except on the Day of Pentecost) and in other seasons on festive days such as Baptism 
of the Lord, Transfiguration, Trinity, All Saints, and Christ the King. White may also be used at 
weddings and at services where the Sacrament of Baptism is central. White is recommended at 
services of death and resurrection because it symbolizes both death and resurrection. At 
services of Holy Communion white linens on top of the Lord's table are customary, but the 
paraments hanging over the front or sides of the table and the other visuals should reflect the 
day or season of the year. 
 
Green is a color of growth, used in the Seasons After the Epiphany and After Pentecost, except 
when special days call for white or red.  Red is a color of fire, symbolizing the Holy Spirit. It is 
used on the Day of Pentecost and at other times when the work of the Holy Spirit is emphasized. 
Red is also the color of blood—the blood of Christ and the blood of martyrs. Because of its 
intensity, red is most effective when used occasionally rather than continuously for a whole 
season. It is appropriate for evangelistic services, for ordinations and consecrations, for church 
anniversaries and homecomings, and for civil observances such as Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
or Memorial Day. It may be used beside white and gold through the Easter Season. It may be 
used during Holy Week, beginning with Passion/Palm Sunday, to symbolize the blood of Christ.  



  7 

 



  8 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

7PM – Church-
wide Lenten Study 

 

 

 

 

Terence Palmer 

2 

 
11AM —

Churchwide  

Lenten Study 

 

7PM—SPRC 

 

3 
 

 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

 

 

Patricia K. Smith 

Samuel Parker 

4 

 

8AM – UMM 

9AM - UWF 

5 

 
 

 

6 
 

 

4PM—Worship 

 

 

 

7 
6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

7PM—Bible Study 

 
 

 

 

8 

7PM – Church-
wide Lenten Study 

 

 

 
Jeffrey Tuggle, Jr. 

9 
11AM —

Churchwide  

Lenten Study 

 

12:15PM—NLDC 

 

June Wilson 

10 

 
 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

 

 

11 
 

10AM-Noon—

Leadership Train-

ing Part 2 

12 
 

C&Y Sunday 

 

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

(spring forward) 

13 
 

7PM—Trustees 

 

 

 

Dianne  

Washington 

14 

 
6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

7PM—Bible Study 

 

 
 

15 

 

7PM – Church-
wide Lenten Study 

 

 

 

 

16 
11AM —

Churchwide  

Lenten Study 

6:30PM – Church 

Council  

 
John Lawrence III 

17 

 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

18 

 

 

19 20 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline  

 

 
 

 

Barney Hart 

21 

 
6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

7PM—Bible Study 

 
 

Paula J. Ward 

22 

 

 

7PM – Church-
wide Lenten Study 

 

 

23 

 
11AM —

Churchwide  

Lenten Study 

 

 
Jacqueline Ball 

24 

 
Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

 

 

Irene  

Richardson 

25 

 

9AM-1PM—

UWF Mission 

Study 

26 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nettie Fuller 

27 
  

 

 

 

28 
 

6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

7PM—Bible Study 

 
 

 

  Mary Dillard 

29 

 

7PM – Church-
wide Lenten Study 

 

    Jordan Phea 

30 

 
11AM —

Churchwide  

Lenten Study 

31 

Pastor’s Sabbath 
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