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2023 THEME   
 Living a Life of 
Intentional Faith 

MOTTO   
  Living into Extravagant 

Generosity in 2023 

   

FEBRUARY SCRIPTURE   
Malachi 3:1-4 

  

   So lo Ved the world 

        Th at He gave His 

             On L y 

   Begott E n 

             So N so 

           ThaT whoever 

           Bel I eves  

                 I N Him shall 

          Hav E everlasting 

John 3:16 
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As we embark on another Black History Month and the Lenten season that begins on 
Wednesday, February 22, these words written by David in Psalm 51:10-12, “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

 
Do not cast me away from 

Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
 
Restore to me the joy of Your 

salvation And uphold me by Your generous Spirit” (NKJV) are still so appropriate for this 
day. In an article by Dr. Steven W. Manskar,  he brings us back to our Wesleyan roots with 
these poignant words.  
 

The season of Lent is a good time to once again consider a means of grace John 
Wesley practiced all of his adult life. It is an ancient spiritual discipline found in Scripture 
that is part of Jewish and Christian practice. It is the first thing Jesus did following his 
baptism by John (Matthew 4:2; Luke 4:2). 
 
Fasting is a powerful means of grace and the most neglected. It is powerful because 
fasting is a physical self-emptying that connects us with Christ (Philippians 2:7) and 
opens our hearts to his grace. Fasting is neglected for a at least one very good reason: 
people are naturally reluctant to voluntarily refrain from eating. No one wants to go 
hungry. Especially when we are bombarded by messages at all times of the day to eat 
and drink. This is, I think, all the more reason for followers of Jesus Christ to practice 
fasting, at least during the season of Lent. 
 
By fasting I mean anything from skipping a meal at least once a week to refraining from 
eating for 24 hours. John Wesley practiced a weekly fast from sundown on Thursday to 
sundown on Friday. He refrained from eating food while taking water and tea during the 
day. On Friday evening he broke the fast with a light meal (broth, bread, and water or 
tea). During the fast Wesley spent much of the time in prayer and reading Scripture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you need a book, and we encourage everyone to have one, we will order the large print 
edition which is $16.50. Or you can order through Cokesbury or Amazon.  

Remember all leaders are supposed to be in some form of intentional faith development: 
prayer, Sunday school, or small group study.  

 

Continued next page... 

 

As we focus on the Lenten Season, we will begin anew in our Chris-
tian Journey with Ash Wednesday Observation at noon (Zoom and 
sanctuary and 7pm Zoom). We will kick off with a new church wide 
Study, beginning Thursday, February 23, at 11am and Wednesday, 
March 1, at 7pm.  
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Our children and youth are off to Main Event on Monday, February 20–Presidents’ Day, for 
games, fun and food. This event is paid for by the church, so take advantage of this 
extravagant generosity. Please arrive at church by 12pm for transportation. It’s a new day!!!  
Join in on February 12 for Children and Youth Sunday.  Rev. Tanya Pittman will be 
preaching. It is also Ralph Bunche Middle School Day sponsored by our Older Adult Ministry.  

As the prophet Joel said, “Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young 
men shall see visions. We’re excited about God’s spirit permeating all of us during this 
season of prayer, fasting and generosity. I will be doing the Wesleyan Fast. God’s Chosen 
Fast by Arthur Wallis is an excellent resource for fasting safely and can be purchased on 
Amazon. Also, there is a 40-day devotional based on the Luke Lenten Study. We will also 
have available the Lenten devotionals in book form via email and hard copy as of  
February 12. Finally, this is also a time when we remember our history during the month of 
February. 
 
Let’s live into intentional faith and extravagant generosity in 2023.  

Yours in Partnership in Ministry with Christ,                  
     

, Lead Pastor 

  Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcast and Outlaws 

Week 1: Luke 1:51-53 – Lifting up the Lowly  

Week 2: Luke 7:36-39 – Simon, Do You See This woman? 

Week 3: Luke 18:9-14 – Parables from the Underside  

Week 4: Luke 9:22-25 – Are You Prepared for the Journey?  

Week 5: Luke 22:24-27 – What Did Jesus With Only One Final Week 

Week 6: Luke 23:32-43 – Jesus and the Outlaws 

NEW LENT SERMON SERIES 
BASED ON CHURCHWIDE STUDY BY ADAM HAMILTON 
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LENT is the 40 days (not including Sundays) from Ash Wednesday to the Saturday before 

Easter.  Lent is often described as a time of preparation and an opportunity to go deeper with 
God. This means that it’s a time for personal reflection that prepares people’s hearts and minds 
for Good Friday and Easter. 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. You may have noticed people with a smudged, black 
cross on their foreheads. Those are ashes from the Ash Wednesday service. The ashes 
symbolize our grief for the things we’ve done wrong and the resulting division of imperfect 
people from a perfect God. 

Maundy Thursday is the day before Good Friday. It commemorates the night before Jesus died, 
when He shared the Passover meal with His closest friends and followers. 

Good Friday is the day we remember Jesus’ death. The “Good” reflects how Jesus’ death was a 
sacrifice on our behalf so we can receive God’s forgiveness for our wrongs, or sins. 

Easter Sunday is the joyful celebration of Jesus rising from the dead to give us the opportunity 
of eternal life.  

The three main things people focus on during Lent are prayer, fasting (abstaining from 
something to reduce distractions and focus more on God) and giving, or charity. 

Prayer during Lent focuses on our need for God’s forgiveness. It’s also about repenting (turning 
away from our sins) and receiving God’s mercy and love. 

Fasting, or giving something up, is a very common practice during Lent. The idea is that giving 
up something that’s a regular part of life, like eating dessert or scrolling through Facebook, can 
be a reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice. That time can also be replaced with more time connecting with 
God. 

Giving money or doing something good for others is a way to respond to God’s grace, 
generosity and love. For example, some people spend time volunteering or donating money they 
would normally use to buy something, like their morning coffee. 

It’s important to note that doing these things can never make us earn or deserve Jesus’ sacrifice 
or a relationship with God. People are flawed and will never be good enough for a perfect God. 
Only Jesus has the power to rescue us from ourselves. 

Jesus sacrificed Himself on Good Friday to bear the punishment for all our wrongdoings and 
offer us forgiveness. He was raised from the dead on Easter Sunday to give us an opportunity to 
have a relationship with God for eternity. 

Spending time during Lent praying, fasting and giving will make Jesus’ sacrifice on Good Friday 
and His resurrection on Easter even more meaningful. 

 

https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/fasting/fasting-why-do-people-do-it.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/blog/spiritual-growth/prayer/whats-the-difference-between-a-wish-and-prayer.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/fasting/biblical-fasting.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/spiritual-growth/core-christian-beliefs/what-is-gods-grace.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/train-and-grow/life-and-relationships/holidays/christmas/god-to-the-rescue-christmas-is-just-the-beginning.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/how-to-know-god/would-you-like-to-know-god-personally.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/how-to-know-god/would-you-like-to-know-god-personally.html
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TWO OLDER ADULT MINISTRY EVENTS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12   |   10 AM 
RALPH J. BUNCHE MIDDLE SCHOOL DAY AT BETHEL 
 

 
 

 
The Older Adult Ministry has had a partnership with Bunche for five 
years.  Students, parents, faculty, and staff have been invited to worship 
with us.   We hope to have the choral group sing or at least a video of the 
group.  The principal, Mrs. Kimberly Whitfield, will bring remarks on be-
half of the school.   

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19    |      10 am 
OLD TIME RELIGION SUNDAY 
 

Theme—Back in the Day 

Suggested attire—Dress in old-fashioned clothing if 
possible (for example:  overalls, long skirts, straw hats, 
aprons, Sunday hats)  
 
An old-fashioned Sunday meal will be served after the 

Home of the Chargers 

An International Baccalaureate 
World School 
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The installation service for Bishop Robin Dease took place on Sunday, 
January 8, at Oak Grove United Methodist Church.  Approximately 3,000 
people were in attendance for this historic moment of the installation of  the 
first African American female bishop in the North Georgia Conference. 

INSTALLATION SERVICE FOR BISHOP ROBIN DEASE 
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1.Alexander Mils invented the elevator. 

2.Richard Spikes invented the automatic gear shirt. 

3.Garrett A. Morgan invented the traffic signals. 

4.Elbert R. Robinson invented the electric trolley. 

5.Charles Brooks invented the street sweeper. 

6.William Purvis invented the fountain pen and the hand 

stamp. 

7.John Love invented the pencil sharpener. 

8.Lee Burridge invented the typewriting machine. 

9.W. A. Loyette invented the advanced printing press. 

10.William Barry invented the postmarking and canceling 

machine. 

11.Phillip Downing invented the letter drop. 

12.Joseph Smith invented the lawn sprinkler. 

13.John Burr invented the lawn mower. 

14.Frederick Jones invented the air conditioner. 

15.Alice Parker invented the heating furnace. 
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Bethel United Methodist Church 

February 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

Noon – Bible 
Study 

 

 

 

 

Renaye Young 

2 

 

7PM—SPRC 

3 
 

 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

 

 

 

Harrell Moore 

4 

 

8AM—UMM 

9AM—UWF 

 

 

Linda Bryant  

Harrington 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Joye Hill 

6 

 

4PM—Worship 

 

 

 
 

Brenda Tuggle 

 

7 

 
6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

 

 

 
Curtis Smith 

8 

 

Noon – Bible 
Study 

4PM—Older 
Adult Ministry 

 
 

Eddie Dillard, Sr. 

9 
 

6:30PM—NLDC 

 

 

 

 

 

Nina Smith 

 

10 

 

 
Pastor’s Sabbath 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

David Jonathan 

Lord 

John Stafford, 

Sr. 

12 
 

 

C&Y Sunday 

Bunche Middle 

School Day 

 

 

Danielle Jones 

13 

 
 7PM—Trustees 

 

 

 

 

Samuel Ball II 

Vivian Black 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

15 

 

Noon – Bible 
Study 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Hart 

16 

 

6:00PM – Finance 

7:00PM – Church 

Council  

 

 

Troy Smith 

Nioka Young 

17 

 
Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

19 

 

Old Time  

Religion  

Sunday 

 
Karissa Easley 

George 

20 

Newsletter Dead-
line  

 

12:30PM -

Children & Youth 

Outing—Main 

Event 

 

21 
 

6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

John Stafford, Jr. 

22 

 

12PM/7PM—Ash 
Wednesday Ser-
vice 

 

 

 

 

23 

 
11AM —

Churchwide  

Lenten Study 

24 
 

Pastor’s Sabbath 

 

 

 

25 

26 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bianca Butler 

28 
 

6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

    


