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Greetings Bethel family and friends, in the powerful name of Jesus the Christ. I am sure 
you will want to join me in thanking the Christmas sanctuary decorating servants coor-
dinated by our Good News vision leaders, Jessie McQueen Bell and Catherine Lemons. 
Thanks also go to our music team for the awesome rendition of the beautiful hymns 
and music for the Hanging of the Greens Service. I am also sure you will want to show 
your thanks to our administrative assistant for the awesome bulletin for this service.  
 
I am always impressed with the magnificent ministry all our worship servants provide 
but especially in navigating this new experience for Bethel. Please drop a card of affir-
mation to Paula Roberts for her powerful sermon on Sunday as well. The day was a 
high time in the life of the church. She has truly helped us to consider how much of 
God’s blessings we will keep and how we will show our gratitude in what we commit to 
give in the following year, as she continued in the richness of the Extravagant Generos-
ity Stewardship Event.  To God be the Glory for all God has done.   
 
With the Hanging of the Greens Service on November 27, we have officially kicked off 
Advent. Please see the Advent preaching series and the BBI series on Forgiveness by 
Adam Hamilton.  In the words of Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, Director of Preaching Minis-
tries: “Advent is an invitation. For many, it is the invitation to get into that Christmas 
spirit, to count down the days to the grand celebration, and let the holiday transform 
everything around us. But there is a deeper and more profound invitation being offered 
in the season of Advent. It is an invitation to the House of the Lord (Bethel).  
 
Isaiah is our anchor text for this Advent worship series. But Psalms gives us the mood, 
theme, or even soul. “I was glad when they said to me ‘Let us go to the house of the 
Lord!’” The opening line from Psalm 122 captures something of the Advent spirit this 
year from “I was glad” to “go to the house of the Lord.” We are singing a song of as-
cent this Advent season.  
 
Further, to aid in this experience, we will have our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
on zoom and in person at 4pm as well as a New Year’s Eve Wesleyan Covenant Service 
complete with love feast,  at 4pm as well. Now we turn our attention completely with a 
great response to our Stewardship  Education Event. 
 

Extravagant Generosity Affirms Giving from the Heart as God's Stewards 
 
As we embark on a new year together, we turn to the brilliant future God has set before 
us and say together, "Yes!"  Yes, to God's call to go to a new place in our lives, to be-
come more open and generous, to welcome the stranger, to seek the lost, and to serve 
the poor and oppressed.  Bethel UMC has a long history of saying yes when invited or 
challenged.  
 
During this Stewardship season, we will say yes to the future of Bethel with the giving 
of ourselves, our invitations to others, and our resources.  We will remind ourselves, in 
so doing, that giving is a response to God's sacrifice for us, God's claim upon us, and 
God's call to follow the divine way of being He would make known for us.  
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As we consider God's coming, claim, and call in the context of our own giving to the 
community of Christian faith, we will remember that at the heart of giving is the love of 
God.  God's love for us is lavish, constant, unchanging, and eternal.  God's love is 
poured out for us in the goodness and abundance of creation, in grace and 
forgiveness, in the life of Jesus Christ, and in the community of faith.  
 
As Christians, we are commanded to give as has been given to us.  Jesus says it 
clearly, "This is my commandment; love one another as God has loved you"  
(John 15:12).  In the Bible, love is synonymous with self-giving.  God's extravagant 
generosity calls us to joyful, heart-felt, generous giving.  By giving, we experience a 
deeper relationship with the God who gives us all good gifts.  We enlarge our hearts, as 
God intends.  We give as God has given to us--with extravagant generosity.  
 
As a shared community of faith, we face challenges together, but God has given us 
everything we need to meet them.  As your Lead Pastor, I ask you to share God's 
extravagant and generous love through your financial giving to Bethel. As you consider 
being a steward of this church, I hope you will carefully consider the sacrifices which 
God requires of us all to make together, for the sake of the beloved and beautiful world 
for which Jesus Christ gave his life, and what your giving will return. In 2023 we would 
need to see at least $250,000 in pledges to the budget. This year you far exceeded that 
in your giving, so this is not a difficult task for this generous congregation. On 
December 4 you will be asked to present your estimate of giving cards to the Lord, 
which will be confidential in nature. It is not a bill, it is not dues; it is simply an estimate 
of what you prayerfully will give in 2023. If your financial situation changes, you can 
alter that commitment. We will consecrate your commitment on the second Sunday on 
December  11.  
 
Our theme and motto for the New Year is Theme - Living a life of intentional faith! and 
“Living into Extravagant Generosity in 2023,” respectively. Further our building team 
will push forward to the mark--breaking ground on our new Community Center.                    
Are you ready to get excited for another powerful year in the Lord?  We are “TRUSTING 
GOD to lead, instruct and embolden us to be Christ’s disciples in 2023!!!” 
 
Yours in Partnership in Ministry with Christ,  
 

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker, Lead Pastor 

ADVENT SERIES - AN ADVENT SONG OF ASCENTS  
 

December 11 – The Lord’s Highway - Genesis 14:19-20,  
                                Isaiah 35:1-6,  Luke 1:46b - 55 
December 18 – Give You a Sign - Isaiah 7:10-16, 

                                                   Matthew 1:18-25 
December 24 - Candlelight Service - God in a Manger – Luke 2:1-20 
December 25 – Christmas—Who Would Imagine? Isaiah 52:7-10, John 1:1-5 
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Bishop Robin Dease has been appointed as the next bishop of the North Georgia 
Annual Conference. She begins service in our conference on January 1, 2023.  
 
"I'm a collaborator," she said. "Let's have fun. Let's make disciples. Let's love one 

another. Let's build bridges. I am looking 
forward to working together." 
 
Delegates elected Dease, 54, on November 3 at 
the jurisdiction’s meeting at Lake Junaluska, on 
the 25th ballot. She received 206 votes out of 
343 valid ballots cast – exactly the number 
needed to be elected (60% of valid ballots). 
 
Bishop Dease—who was nominated as a write-
in on the first ballot on Nov. 2—was the third 
bishop elected at the Nov. 2-4 meeting, 
following the Rev. Tom Berlin of the Virginia 

Conference and the Rev. Connie Shelton of the Mississippi Conference, both of whom 
were elected the day before. 
 
She currently serves as senior pastor of St. Andrew By-the-Sea United Methodist 
Church in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina. 
 
The Southeastern Jurisdiction’s delegates are an equal number of United Methodist 
clergy and laity from the nine states forming the Southeastern Jurisdiction.  
This assignment of bishops is for the next two years. In the United States, bishops are 
elected to serve for life. 

BISHOP ROBIN DEASE NAMED FIRST EBONY WOMAN BISHOP 

OF NORTH GEORGIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

METROPOLITAN ATLANTA COMMUNITY BAND 
        

11th Annual Christmas Concert 
      Sunday, December 18   |   4 pm 

 
The band is returning for the first time since COVID-19 canceled many activities two 
years ago. 
 
This year’s concert is being dedicated to the late  
MARCUS ROWLAND, a charter member of the band and 
principal clarinetist.   
 
Mr. Rowland was the husband of Joyce Rowland and fa-
ther to son Tarik. 
 
Refreshments will be served afterwards. 
 
The concert is free and open to the public. 
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SAMUEL WALKER BALL DAY WAS OBSERVED ON 
NOVEMBER 11, 2022 IN CITY OF SOUTH FULTON 

Bethel united Methodist Church recognized veterans during its morning worship ser-
vice on Sunday, November 13.  However, our own Samuel Ball received his own day 
of recognition on Friday, November 11, from the City of South Fulton! 
 
We salute you, Mr. Ball, for your unwavering service to our country and to our church. 

Samuel Ball receives proclamation from 
Councilwoman Catherine Rowell 

Carolyn Williams, Catherine Lemons, and Diane Easley visit JACKIE WILLIAMS  
on her birthday—October 16 

CANDID PICTURES 
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WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATION—NOVEMBER 20 

Women’s Praise Team saaang, y’all! 

Woman of the Year candidates 

Catherine Lemons presents flowers to  
co-chairs Erma Freemont and Jessie Bell 

Jessie McQueen Bell presents gift to Rev. Jones 

Pastor Tucker leads children’s sermon 

JO ANN MORTON  
is crowned  

Woman of the Year! 
 

Very well deserved 
honor 

Women’s Day program participants 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
and the teaching of kindness is on 
her tongue. She looks well to the 
ways of her household and does not 
eat the bread of idleness. Her 
children rise up and call her 
blessed; her husband also, and he 
praises her: “Many women have 
done excellently, but you surpass 
them all.” Charm is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain, but a woman who 
fears the Lord is to be praised. .. 
Proverbs 31:26-31 
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Faithful servant Roland Foster surveying some of the fall 
and winter wear donated by our Bethel family for MY 
SISTER’S HOUSE, a shelter for women and children in 
metro Atlanta. 

These dedicated HANDS were one part of the 
Bethel team that reached out to bring some 
happiness to the women and children at  
MY SISTER’S HOUSE. 
 
The servant volunteer hands of Linda Alexander, 
Louise Foster, Dianne Washington, Marilyn 
Sullivan and Pastor Tucker were blessed with oil 
and prayed over.  
 
A prayer was also offered for the receivers of 
these donations. 
 
Pastor Tucker anointed with oil and blessed the 
hands of these Bethel servants who worked 
tirelessly to make our donations to MY SISTER'S 
HOUSE  look amazing.  She also lifted up a 
powerful prayer for the recipients. 

CANDID PICTURES 

MY SISTER’S HOUSE is an overnight  
shelter for women and children  

experiencing homelessness. 

HBCU DAY AT BETHEL UMC 
Catherine Lemons is the epitome of an outstanding alumna.  
Fort Valley State University (FVSU) is blessed to have her as a 
graduate.  Not only does Catherine share her time and talents freely 
with her alma mater, she also financially supports FVSU.   
 
Catherine sponsored a scholarship to support a FVSU student who 
needs financial assistance during Bethel’s HBCU Day!   
 
Our thanks to you, Catherine Lemons, for your extravagant 
generosity to this outstanding HBCU!  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

6:30PM—SPRC 

2 

 

 
 

3 

 

8AM – UMM 

9AM - UWF 

 
 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

Juliet Harrison 

5 
 

 

 

Paula H. Roberts 

6 
 

6PM—Prayer 

 

 

7 
12PM—Bible 

Study 

 
 

Brittany Hadley 

Lee 

8 

 
6:30PM—NLDC 

 

 

 

Terry Williams 

9 

 

 

 

 
Roland Foster, Sr. 

10 

 

 

 
 

11 
 

C&Y Sunday  

 

Christmas Dinner 

12 
7:00PM—

Trustees 

 

 

Isaac Lockett 

13 

 
6PM—Prayer 

 

 
Charisse Hadley 

Wilson 

14 

 
 

 

 

 

Dora Jolley 

15 
 

6:30PM—Church 

council 

 

16 

 
 

 

 

 

Johnnie Ball 

17 

 

 

 

 
 

18 

 
4PM - 

Metropolitan Atl 

Comm. Band 

 
 

19 

 
 

20 

 
6PM—Prayer 

 
Newsletter  

Deadline  

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

Joshua M. 

Williams 

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 
 

24 

 

4PM—Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 

 
 

26 

 
 

27 

 
 

28 

 

 

 

Kaitlyn Serenity 
Johnson 

 
 

29 

 

 

 
Samuel W. Ball III 

 

 

30 
 

31 

 

4PM—New 

Year’s Eve 

Service 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

December 2022 

— Office Closed Entire Week for Christmas Observance — 


