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The  Bethel  

The national 2022 theme is Age My Way, an opportunity for all 
of us to explore the many ways older adults can remain in 
and be involved with their communities.  
 
The Older Adult Ministry will celebrate Older Americans 

Recognition Sunday on May 15 as we honor several of 
Bethel’s members. 
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A LOVE LETTER FROM THE PASTOR TO THE CONGREGATION: 

 

To the Bethel Family and Friends: 

I first want to express my joy that I have been reappointed to Bethel for another year. It is my 
joy to be in ministry with you and to you. When a pastor is appointed to a United Methodist 
Church, we are appointed not only to the local church, but to the community as well. I am writ-
ing this letter from my heart, for where we go from here is is a matter of the heart.  

The time in which we live is much like the time thousands of years ago. We no longer live in a 
Christian society.  Many of our young people who grew up in this community and in this church 
have left because, in the words of many of them, “Bethel does not have other young adults for 
me to be in community with. It no longer meets my needs or those of my children.” We’ve lost 
many members to younger more vibrant churches. We as a congregation are aging and believe 
that our time to do something bold for God and start again has passed us by. Some also be-
lieve that we can best address this by building a new sanctuary instead. From since the incep-
tion of the church, people have felt they have different interpretations and understandings of 
what the Holy Spirit is saying at any given time. This is most evident today in the issue dividing 
the UMC.  Thus, as the pastor, as spiritual leader, and the chief administrative officer I must be 
guided by what I believe the Holy Spirit is saying. So, with a heavy heart, I must be authentic to 
what I believe God is speaking to us in this day and time for the church God has given me 
charge.  

Nehemiah had the same problem as he went before the Babylonian king. He said to Nehemiah, 
“Why are you so sad?”  Nehemiah:  “I am heart sick.” Well today, as your pastor I am heart sick 
because many of us cannot see the great blessing that God has bestowed upon Bethel. With a 
remnant, God has given us a second chance to grow, reach the community and the world for 
Christ. To reclaim this Holy Ground to once again be full of children and youth, and young 
adults. Like Nehemiah in these words, “18 I told them that the hand of my God had been gra-
cious upon me, and also the words that the king had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us 
start building!” So they committed themselves to the common good.” Nehemiah 2:18 (NRSV) 

As I’ve always taught my children, attempt something so big that unless God intervenes it 
bound to fail. Like Nehemiah, he had opposition, but like Nehemiah I am resolved to be obedi-
ent to the Lord. This is not just a matter of a disagreement on which direction to take. I am 
fighting for the very soul of this church and her future. I am heart sick because we have spent 
so much time going over history and the same positions. I promise to continue the discussion 
with both sides of the issue up until the point of our Church Conference fourth Sunday of this 
month. I want you to know that in all of the praying for discernment and the listening sessions, 
I firmly am convinced that the hand of my God had been gracious upon me, and also the words 
that the king had spoken to me. I want to hear you say let’s start building and committing your-
selves to the common good, the building of the Community Center.  

On May 22 at 12:30pm we will hold yet another Church Conference in person. One thing we will 
not be voting on is the building of the Community Center. That vote is taken and cannot be re-
versed. We must seek honor the vote of those who spoke then and continue to speak in their 
prayers before us. So the only thing we can vote on is to increase the mortgage from $520,000 
to $708,000 or what is needed to complete the community center not to exceed $750,000. 
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It appears that several Bethel members have had their email 

accounts hacked recently and fake messages have been sent to 

other members.  Before you open an email supposedly from a 

member, look to see if it is from a legitimate service like yahoo or 

gmail.  Please do not send money to or purchase gift cards from anyone that 

requests it.  Two important notes:  (1) Make sure you have up-to-date antivirus 

software, and (2) change your password on a regular basis, like every 90 days. 

I realize that even though congregation may be divided over this particular issue, and do not 
see eye to eye even on the initial vote that was taken, nevertheless Bethel is a strong tower 
and knows that God has always been faithful, being the first black church in this conference 
to go on an international mission trip. Even when met with disaster, she continued in mis-
sion locally, nationally, and internationally. Bethel is a church that cares, that feeds the hun-
gry, clothes the naked and teaches the Word of God. Why? So that at the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord.  

The members of Bethel love God, one another, and this community. Paul talks about love in 
1 Corinthians13 – 13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, 
I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not 
have love, I am nothing. . .. 

4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing 
but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.” Love is an action word; love is what it does.  

The majority of the students in our schools in this community have never heard the name of 
Jesus; we can change that. Seventy percent of the people within a 3-mile radius is in no 
one’s church; we can change that. Many young people no longer see the church as neces-
sary; we can change this. Bethel is an aging congregation; we can change this. If we don’t 
build this community center, the loser in this equation is those who do not yet know Jesus.  

Further Paul says, in Romans 11:5 - 5 So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen 
by grace. I believe with all my heart that Bethel, God has chosen you for such a time as this. 
So, whether we vote to increase the mortgage or not, we will be honoring the earlier deci-
sion to build even if we have to raise the funds as we go. Whichever way the vote goes, we 
will begin, like Nehemiah with building. I believe with all my heart, that in the end, we will 
come together and be that beacon of light to this community and beyond and join God in 
ensuring the future of this church and reclaiming the soul of this community.  

Yours in partnership in ministry with Christ,  

Pastor Tucker 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

New Sermon Series begins Sunday, May 1 
 

 
 

 

 

 

May 1    -   Part 1: Vison of Heavenly Jesus - Psalm 150 Revelation 1:4-8  

May 8    -   Part 2: The Lion of David - Psalm 30:1-7 Revelation 5:11-14 

May 15  -   Part 3: Who’s at the Table? - Psalm 23 Revelation 7:9-17 

May 22  -   Part 4: Here Comes Heaven - Psalm 148:7-14 Revelation 21:1-6  

May 29  -   Part 5: The Glory of the Lamb – Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 

June 5   -   Part 6: Back to Eden – Psalm 97 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21  
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We are so excited to welcome Rev. Dr. Anika A. Jones to our ministerial staff. She is best 
known for her prison ministry, Women in Transition. She will be helping us with connect 
groups, small groups, short and long term biblical and social justice studies.  

We also welcome her husband, Alan D. Jones, a prolific writer: To Wrestle with Darkness - a 
 3-book series and The Consultant's Devotional, just to name a few.  
Welcome, welcome, welcome!   

Pastor Tucker 

 

REV. DR. ANIKA A. JONES 

Rev. Dr. Anika A. Jones is called by God to help bring about spiritual, physical, and mental healing 
to persons and communities that are marginalized in our society, particularly those impacted by the 
criminal justice system. Anika has served for more than 20 years to raise awareness and provide sup-
port for women and families impacted by incarceration. She is the founder and CEO of the Alpha and 
Omega Society, Inc, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to addressing the needs of women in 

transition from prison back to society through engaging the faith community.  

Anika also serves as a founding member of the End Mass Incarceration Georgia Network that en-
gages congregations and community organizations in criminal and juvenile justice reform. An advo-
cate for lifelong learning, Anika has spent the last 40+ years working with “non-traditional stu-
dents” from pre-school through adult education. As a member of the original launch team of Impact 
Church, a new church plant in Atlanta, GA, she served as the Connections Pastor to promote the con-

nection of the congregation with God and the community from 2007 - 2015.   

Anika is an ordained Deacon in Full Connection in the United Methodist Church and holds 
M.Div. and Th.M. degrees from the Candler School of Theology at Emory University, an Ed.D. in 
Mental Health Administration from the University of Massachusetts, and a B.A. in Psychology 
from the University of Pennsylvania. Anika is married to Alan D. Jones, and they have three adult 

children and nine grandchildren.  
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EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 
Contributor:  Ernest Perry 

 

         The Evangelism Committee has launched a 
new initiative. It’s called “The Connection Ministry” 
for first-time guests visiting Bethel UMC. We will be 
presenting them with gifts to show our appreciation 
for their attending a worship service, an outreach or 
an evangelism event.  

Each guest will receive a coffee cup, pocket hand sanitizer, and 
ministry brochure or 16 oz. coffee mug.  

For any member that wants one of  these keepsake items, you may 
purchase a coffee cup for $10 or get a coffee mug for $25.   

All proceeds will be used to cover the cost of  purchasing additional 
evangelism items or to cover the printing cost for other materials.  

Thank you in advance for supporting the Evangelism Ministry!  

May God continue to bless you and your family. 

 

                 

               

Coffee cup—$10 

Coffee mug—$25 
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CANDID PICTURES 
Easter Egg Hunt—April 16 

United Methodist Men’s Fish Fry and Men’s Day Service 
April 23 and April 24 
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Make Your Vote Count 
Encourage Your Family, Friends, and Co-Workers to VOTE! 

 

The COSF Mayor’s Office is researching to find out whether Bethel will be able to 

pass out non-surgical face masks during early voting or on May 24. 
 

May 24, 2022 - Primary Election: 
 

Asterisk* Indicates Absentee Ballot Drop Box Locations.  
 

You will ONLY be allowed to access drop boxes during  
open early voting hours. 

 

Gladys S. Dennard Library at South Fulton 
4055 Float Shoals Road 
Union City, GA 30291 
 
Metropolitan Library 
1332 Metropolitan Parkway 
Atlanta, GA 30310 
 
New Beginnings Senior Center* 
66 Brooks Drive 
Fairburn, GA 30213 
 
South Fulton Service Center 
5600 Stonewall Tell Road 
College Park, GA 30349 
 
Southwest Arts Center 
915 New Hope Road, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30331 
 
Welcome All Recreation Center 
4255 Will Lee Road 
College Park, GA 30349 
 
Wolf Creek Library* 
3100 Enon Road, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30331 

 

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS/HOURS 

for this Corridor: 
EARLY VOTING HOURS: 

Daily - May 2 - 20, 2022 

Includes weekend voting Saturdays 

and Sundays 

9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

Adams Park Library 

2231 Campbellton Road,  SW 

Atlanta, GA 30311 

 
C.T. Martin Recreation Center* 
3201 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 
Atlanta, GA 30311 
 
College Park Library 
3647 Main Street 
College Park, GA 30337 
 
East Point Library 
2757 Main Street 
East Point, GA 30344 
 
Etris-Darnell Community Recreation 
Center 
5285 Lakeside Drive 
Union City, GA 30291 
 
Evelyn G. Lowery Library at Cascade 
3665 Cascade Road 
Atlanta, GA 30331  

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS 

https://fultoncountyga.gov/inside-fulton-county/fulton-county-departments/registration-and-elections/absentee-ballot-box
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BETHEL WORSHIP MINISTRY  

A CHANGE IS COMING! 
 

To our Bethel members,  

Please help the Good News Worship Ministry understand your worship preferences for Bethel 
by taking a few minutes to respond to a survey.  This survey will be available during Sunday 
services on May 8 and 15.  The completed survey return date is Sunday, May 22.   

If you are not attending in-person church at this time, your survey can be mailed to your 
address as listed in the church directory. To do so, please call the church office (404-699-
0468) by May 10 and leave your name and mailing address.  You can use the church's US 
mailbox to return the completed survey by May 22 or place it in a designated container in the 
church's narthex on May 22.    

You can preview the survey on the next two pages so you’ll be familiar with it when you 
receive it. 

Peace and blessings, 

Jessie McQueen Bell and Catherine Lemons 
Good News Worship Ministry Team Leaders 
 

Clyde Lord, III 

East Tennessee State University 
May 7 
Degree in Digital Media and Visual Effects 

Evelyn Mercedes Woodard 

Georgia State University 
May 5 
BS Biology  
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2022 Good News Worship Ministry Survey 
 

 
Please help the Good News Worship Ministry understand your worship preferences for 
Bethel by taking a few minutes to answer these questions.  Return the completed sur-
vey to the church office Good News Worship Ministry mailbox.  
 
Name____________________________________(Optional) 
 
Your Age___  
 
Young children living in your home? (Y) (N) Age(s)________ 
 
How long have you been a member of Bethel? __________ 
 
How often do you attend Bethel worship services? (select one) 

____Every week 
____2 or 3 times a month 
____Once a month 
____Only on holidays 
____Sporadically 
____Other  

 
What is the current satisfaction level of the worship service you presently attend?  

_____Very Satisfied 
_____Some What Satisfied 
 _____Neither Satisfied or Dissatisfied 
_____Somewhat Dissatisfied 
_____Very Dissatisfied 

 
What type worship service do you prefer? 

______In-person 
______Virtual 
______Drive-In  
______ All of the above 

 
What worship style do you prefer? 

______Traditional (choir, hymns, use of organ, Liturgy such as responsive  
             reading, creeds, and the Lord’s Prayer).      
______Contemporary (music on screen, most pro music, use of guitar forms,  
             minimal use of Liturgy  
______ Blended (a mixture of both contemporary and traditional styles) 
______Other 
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2022 Good News Worship Ministry Survey 
 
 
Rank order from 1-5 how important each factor is in choosing the worship service you 
attend.  1=most important, 5=least important 

_______Time of worship 
_______Type of music 
_______Sermon 
_______Children’s message 
_______When I and others participate in the service (choir, liturgist, etc.)  
_______Family and friends attend the same service 
_______Child Care/Nursery 

 
What aspect(s) of the worship service do you find favorable? Check all that applies. 

_______People on time in service 
_______Children’s Sermons 
_______Lead Pastor’s Sermons 
_______Music Selection 
_______Praise Team 
_______Recorded Music (During Pandemic) 
_______Zoom Presentations 
_______Hymn selection 
_______Different genres of music 
_______Drum and guitar accompaniments 
_______Use of laity 
_______Passing the Peace (In-Service COVID restrictions) 
_______Fellowship before and after service 
_______Pre-service prayer time at altar or quietly in your pew 
_______Lay Speakers 
_______Child Care 
 

Communion Format 
____Kneeling at the altar for distribution by the pastor(s) 
____Remain seated for disposable elements distributed by communion  
        stewards 
____Receive disposable elements when entering sanctuary for church  
        service 

Offering Format 
____Ushers collect when exiting sanctuary after service 
____Ushers collect during offering segment of the service 
____Offering mailed to the church or made online 

Comments: (Suggestions, observations and/or questions) 
 
 
Thank you in advance for your promptness in completing and returning this survey. 
Co-Chairs: Jessie McQueen Bell/ Catherine Lemons  
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SUN 

Bethel United Methodist Church 

May 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

 

 
Ella Collier 

Patricia  Thomas 

Jeneé Tuggle 

2 

 
Pastor Tucker’s 

prep day 

Call only if urgent 

 

4:00 pm—

Worship 

3 

 

 
 

4 

 

 

Noon—Bible 

Study  
6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

6 
Pastor Tucker’s 

sabbath 

If urgent, please 

call Rev. Tyler 

678-886-4108 

 

Linda Brooks 

Cooper 

7 

8AM – UMM 

9AM - UMW  

 

10AM—C&Y 
Student Ministries 
Virtual Check-in 
via Zoom 

8 
 

 

 

 

.Special Offering 

Mother’s Day 

9 

 

Pastor Tucker’s 

prep day 

Call only if urgent 

 

 

Stella Meggison 

10 

 

6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

 

11 

 

Noon—Bible 

Study  

 

4PM—Older 

Adult Ministry 

 

12 
 

 

13 

 
Pastor Tucker’s 

sabbath 

 

 

14 

 

 
 

15 
Older Americans 

Recognition Sunday 

 

2-3:30pm Pre-

conference briefing 

webinar 

 

CharlRe Slaughter 

Atiemo 

16 
Pastor Tucker’s 

prep day 

Call only if urgent 

 

6:30PM—

Trustees 

 

 

17 
6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

 

 

 

18 

 

Noon—Bible 

Study  
 

 

Winston Lord 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
Pastor Tucker’s 

sabbath 

 
Newsletter Dead-

line  

 
 

Trevor Palmer 

21 
 

10AM—C&Y 
Student Ministries 
Virtual Check-in 
via Zoom 

22 
 

 

12:30pm—

Parking lot 

Church Confer-

ence 

 

Emmanuel Atiemo 

23 
Pastor Tucker’s 

prep day 

Call only if urgent 

24 

 
6PM - Intensive 

Prayer 

 

 

25 
 

7 am—Pastor’s 

surgery 

 

 

26 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Calvin Smith III 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 
 

 

29 

 

 

 

 
Christopher  

Jackson 

30 

 

 

 

 
David Lamar 

Tyler 

31     


