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V ictory has now been won—
E

ternal life through Christ the Son.
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ing Hallelujah, sing!

Mark 16:6 He has risen!

A church in unity reaching out to the community with the G.O.S.P.E.L.
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A Pastoral Letter to the Congregation
My beloved:
Over the last two months we have lost three true churchmen in our congregation. First, there was Judge
George Gieger, then Columbus Gilmore, Esquire, and now the Rev. Dr. Marvin King, Sr. Truly our hearts are
broken and we grieve deeply. How appropriate the season of repentance, Ash Wednesday, and now Lenten
days of searching our hearts, meditating on God’s Word. We also have Lenten devotionals as we prepare
for the resurrection. The Coronavirus and these losses to our congregation have given us pause as we are
reminded just how fragile life truly is. Do know that God’s unwavering love goes before us, with us and
behind us.
Amid all of this I am still joyful about the reopening for in-person worship in the sanctuary, Sunday, April 3.
Thank God, at present, the storm is passing over. I will be training the ushers, acolytes, and worship leaders
on Sunday morning, April 3, at 9:30 am in the sanctuary. We will continue to live stream over Zoom as well. It
is my hope that we will have our YouTube channel and Facebook live site for more people to access the
service and bible studies.
For now, we will not offer any classes in person. We will have overflow space available for Easter Sunday.
We will continue with the safety precautions: social distancing, required masks, washing and sanitizing of
hands--no touching or hugging. We will use elbow bumps to greet each other. Let’s keep everyone safe.
Temperature checks will also be given before entering the building. You will be able to give your offering as
you depart the sanctuary. Remember, if you do not feel well, even if it just feels like hay fever or a cold,
please do not attend in-person worship.
Spring is in the air. We have some exciting spiritual opportunities in April with Easter on the horizon. On first
Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper together. On second Sunday, April 10, we will rejoice with Jesus
the King on Palm Sunday with a processional of palms and singing. During Holy week, Wednesday, April 13,
we will show a movie, Jesus of Nazareth, with an African American depiction of Jesus over Zoom. On
Thursday, April 14, something new to Bethel will be the Tenebrae Service, Then on Good Friday at noon and
7pm, we will have the Seven Last Words. On Easter morning, sunrise service will be held outside at 7am and
then our Easter Celebration at 10 am. On Sunday, April 24, the UMM will celebrate Men’s Day with Rev.
Robert Lawrence, Sr. bringing the Word. There is a lot going on this month. It is my hope that we will
experience some sense of normality since we are in low transmission of COVID, and that members and
friends will feel more comfortable attending in-person worship.
Now my beloved, for the elephant in the room. I just want you to know what’s in my heart. The days ahead
will determine the very future of this church. Ageism, tribalism, loyalty to friends are impacting any
possibility of consensus on this incredible opportunity God has placed in our hands. Yes, I am speaking of
the Community Center, and I know for many of you this is unpopular. Mainly, I believe, because you have
already made up your minds and just know that your position is right. What if you are wrong? And so, as
your pastor I must sound the alarm. In Joel 2:1, it is written: “Sound the trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on
my holy mountain! Let everyone tremble in fear because the day of the Lord is upon us! (NLT). This is 2022.
Our time is short and life is fragile. If we do not come together the future health, life and continuance of this
church are at risk. Self-determination to have each person’s own way is getting in the way of what God has
for Bethel. My beloved, shake off the old ways and move into God’s divine light. I can only lead you in the
way that God has shown me, and God has shown me that our time is short, and God has given us a way to
prolong the life and ensure the health of this congregation. Have you truly fasted, prayed, and sought the
Lord and searched your hearts in this matter or have you just dug your feet in? I pray that we all will give in
to what God is up to in this new chapter of Bethel.
My beloved, may the peace of Christ be with you as you grieve and move Bethel forward with hope and a
future!!!
Yours In Partnership with Christ in ministry,

Pastor Tucker
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BETHEL WORSHIP MINISTRY PREPARES
FOR A TENEBRAE SERVICE
As we continue to honor our Lord and Savior, let us prepare for Bethel’s
Tenebrae Service on Thursday, April 14, 2022 at 6:00 pm. This is a special
worship service during Holy Week. The word Tenebrae is Latin for darkness.
The distinguishing feature of Tenebrae is the gradual extinguishing of candles
and lights following the reading of the Scripture passages until the sanctuary is
in total darkness.
Please join us for this holy service.

Worship Ministry Team
Jessie Bell and Catherine Lemons

Joyce Spaulding Hix and Barbara Lastra

Bethel members born in the month of APRIL are encouraged to please
show love and concern for Bethel's sick and shut-in during this month.
These expressions may be in the form of visits, phone calls, cards and
prayer.

Let us help to lift the spirit of those in need of healing and Christian care.
Please refer to the sick and shut-in list in the Sunday bulletin and email.
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HOW THE OUTREACH MINISTRY REACHED OUT
Bethel UMM and
Bethel UMW
partnered with
Bethel Outreach
Ministry to rally a
church wide
endeavor to donate
over three hundred
3-pack air
fresheners to
UMCOR for the
Disaster Buckets

These BUMW
were all smiles
as
Dr. Stephen
Redmond,
local UMCOR
Director,
congratulated
them for their
outstanding
involvement
with Bethel
UMC Air
Fresheners
Initiative.
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HOW THE OUTREACH MINISTRY REACHED OUT
The driving forces
of the UMCOR Air
Fresheners
Initiative: Left to
Right are Roland
Foster, Vice
President
Of BUMM and
George Hadley,
President of BUMM;
Linda BrooksCooper, President
of Bethel UMW,
Dr. Stephen
Redmond, local
UMCOR Director,
Rev. Kimberly Tyler
and Marilyn
Sullivan

Representing
BUMM at the
UMCOR air
fresheners
blessing from
left to right are
Nelson
Williams, Dr
Stephen
Redmond,
George
Hadley, Barney
Hart, Dave
Richardson,
Ray Leaphart,
Roland Foster
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A TRIBUTE TO REV. DR. MARVIN RAYMOND KING, SR.
Contributor: Louise Foster
It is absolutely impossible to give an adequate tribute to someone so dear, so
fearless, so loveable, so energizing, so
encouraging, so prayerful, so helpful and yet so
demanding as Rev. King.
The timing of Rev. King’s passing is kind of ironic
being that it is during the Lenten season, and
reminiscent of the tragedy and miracle that
occurred over 2,000 years ago.
At any rate, we believe that his legacy is the life he
lived and will continue through the many lives he
impacted as he interacted with those around him.
We are learning after the fact that everyone who
encountered him has a Rev. King story.
“There is a lesson in every death,” he would say in
a very prophetic way. He enjoyed good theatre,
was a poet, a writer and an accomplished thespian in addition to being a dynamic
preacher.
He reminded sermon hearers: Don’t forget to say ‘thank you’ and referenced the
healing of 10 lepers when only one returned to say thank you.

He would begin many of his fireside chats with questions and one of his all-time
favorites was this: “Did you stop to pray this morning as you started on you way,
or in the hustle and bustle of your day, did you forget to pray?” He prayed for us
many times, spoke encouraging words over us, and met us in the hospital
countless times again and again!
During profound spiritual encounters, Rev. King would admonish listeners to
‘catalogue the experience,’ revisit it later and learn from it. He was not afraid of
contentious situations but used prayer, truth and calmness to approach the
issue. He was the glue that held Bethel together during an interim period without
a pastor.
His response for compliments he received was: “I’m just an humble servant
trying to do the will of God.” He ended some of his sermons with a challenge for
the listeners to repeat which went like this:
“I’m ONLY ONE but I am ONE, I can’t do all things, but I can do SOME THINGS.
What I CAN do, I OUGHT to do, by the grace of God I WILL do.”
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THE MEANING OF THE DAYS
Source: The Year of the Lord by Theodore J. Kleinhouse, Concordia Press, 1967

When we speak of teaching and celebrated LENT - EASTER, we are referring to the period of time from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Sunday. Many children (and adults) have questions about the origin and meaning
these days. What follows is a brief outline which may offer some help.
LENT - A season of the church year like Advent
- Begins with Ash Wednesday.
- Origin of word from Anglo Saxon "lencten" meaning "spring."
- Liturgical color is violet or purple signifying penitence, humility and suffering.
- Often recognized through symbolic act of fasting.
- Forty days symbolic of Jesus' trial and preparation in the wilderness after his baptism and before the
beginning of his ministry.
ASH WEDNESDAY
- The beginning of Lent.
- Ashes symbolic since early biblical times of repentence of sin or of grief in mourning.
- Connection of Palm Sunday and Ash Wednesday is appropriate since Jesus' triumphant entry into
Jerusalem led him quickly to his death.
PALM SUNDAY
- Commemorates the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.
- See Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-40 and John 12:12-19.
- To the Semitic person the palm tree has always been a tree of honor; it marked the place where he could
find water for his flocks.
MAUNDY THURSDAY
- Word "Maundy" thought to have come from the Latin word "mandatum" which means commandment.
- Also called Holy Thursday.
- Usually celebrated in churches by participating in Holy Communion.
- In early centuries, and still today in some places, the day was commemorated with a symbolic washing of
feet.
GOOD FRIDAY
- The question is often asked, "Why good?"
- The word "good" may refer to the great good God was able to accomplish for man in bringing to life the
Christ.
- From the perspective of what man did it truly was "bad" Friday, but from the post-resurrection perspective
of what God did it can be perceived as "good."
EASTER
- Expressed by the proclamation "Christ is Risen."
- The annual date for Easter is the first Sunday after the first full moon of the Spring equinox.
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Bethel United Methodist Church

April 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2
8AM – UMM
9AM - UWF
10AM—C&Y
Student Ministries
Virtual Check-in
via Zoom
Curtis Dilworth

3
9:30AM-Training
for ushers,
acolytes, worship
participants

10
C&Y Sunday
Easter Skit

4
Pastor Tucker’s
prep day
Call only if urgent

5
6PM - Intensive
Prayer

6
7PM – Savior
Lenten Study

4:00 pm—
Worship

7
5PM—Quarterly
Building Team
6:30PM—
Quarterly SPRC
Team
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9

Pastor Tucker’s
sabbath
If urgent, please
call Rev. Tyler
678-886-4108

11a-1p—Easter
Egg Hunt/
Lunch provided

Jessie McQueen
Bell

Marilyn Sullivan

16

11

12

13

14

15

Pastor Tucker’s
prep day

6PM - Intensive
Prayer
7PM—Disciple
Fast Track 3

4:00PM—OAM

7PM—Maundy
Thursday—
Tenebrae Service

12 PM—Good
Friday
7PM—Seven Last
Words via Zoom

7pm—Holy
Wednesday—
Movie Night

Alexandra Folsom

George Hadley

—–————————-———————— HOLY WEEK ————————————–——-——————
17

18

19

20

7AM—Outdoor
Sunrise Service
10AM—Easter
Worship

Pastor Tucker’s
prep day
6:30PM—Trustee
Meeting

4:30PM—
Leadership Team
6PM - Intensive
Prayer

Nia Braithwaite

Charles
Mishalany
Travis Grant, Jr.

Newsletter
Deadline
Noon—Bible
Study resumes
5:30PM—
G.O.S.P.E.L. Team
6:30PM—NLDC
Team

24
UMM Men’s
Day

25
Pastor Tucker’s
prep day

26
6PM - Intensive
Prayer

Samuel Ball, Sr.

27

21

22

23

6:00PM – Finance
7:00PM – Church
Council

Pastor Tucker’s
sabbath

10AM—C&Y
Student Ministries
Virtual Check-in
via Zoom

Travion Grant

Nicole Smith

29

30

28

Pastor Tucker’s
sabbath

Noon—Bible
Study

Ché Smith
Braswell

Brytnee Reed
Nancy Ann
Stafford

Jailin Ginyard
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