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2021 THEME 

  Fulfilling the Lord’s 
Mission in 2021 

 

MOTTO 

  Being One in Twenty-One 
 

 SEPTEMBER SCRIPTURE  

James 5:14,15 If any of you are sick, they 
should call for the elders of the church, and 
the elders should pray over them, anointing 
them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 Prayer 
that comes from faith will heal the sick, for the 
Lord will restore them to health. And if they 
have sinned, they will be forgiven.  
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IN THIS ISSUE  
 

  1 —  Grandparents Day 

  2 — Pastor’s Letter, p. 1 

  3 — Pastor’s Letter, p. 2 

  4 — Pastor’s Letter, p. 3 

  5 — Christian Care Ministry, Quick  

          Grammar Lesson, Giving to  

          Bethel 

  6 — SWEEAC Back Pack Drive,  

          Condolences 

  7 — September Calendar 

  

   

       September 19, 2021 

Topic:  “Grandparents Stepping Up 

and Stepping In” 

Speaker:  Mrs. Louise M. Foster 

Special Presentations: 

   -Ms. Terry Williams 

   -Mrs. Rutha Bradley-Slaughter 

   -Mr. Isaac (Ike) Lockett, Sr. 
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Greetings in the Powerful Name of Christ! 
 
 Joshua 1:9 reminds us of these words from the Lord. 9 This is my command—be 
strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go.” (NLT) God was encouraging Joshua and the Hebrew peo-
ple that they had a greater force than any of the other people of the time; they 
had a God who was with them. Amid all that is happening in the world, the easiest 
thing to do is to retreat and to stop doing what it takes to meet the needs of our 
community, yeah even the world. 
 
 Yet that is not what the Bible teaches us.  They had struggles, diseases, fear, 
even armies fighting against them, but God kept reminding them that they were not 
alone. You are not alone. We are experiencing death at an alarming rate, but we 
must bury our dead and give closure and support to the grieving. Yes, we have 
closed the sanctuary for worship, but we are still worshiping online. Bethel must 
still be in ministry and mission.   
 
 The church membership, use of this building, and its property, must let this 
community know that we have not retreated amidst COVID-19, gun violence, blood 
shortages, the world and community disaster. These words are written in Matthew 
25:37-39, Then those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we see you 
as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and give you clothes to wear? 39 When did 
we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 “Then the king will reply to them, ‘I 
assure you that when you have done it for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you have done it for me.’ (CEB)  
 
 In the sermon on Sunday, August 22, we were reminded of what it means to be 
a movement, going back to our earliest foundation as taught by John Wesley. This 
means grace is in our DNA as Christians living out faith in the Wesleyan way.  
 
 First, The Means of Grace: Works of Piety and Works Mercy:  Prayer, Search-

ing the Scriptures, Holy Communion, Fasting, Christian community, Healthy living 
are all works of piety and help us deepen our relationship with God. 

  Second, Works of Mercy:  Individual practices: Doing good works; Visiting the 
Sick; Visiting those in Prison; Feeding the Hungry; and Giving Generously to the 
Needs of Others and Communal Practices: Seeking Justice; Ending Oppression and 
Discrimination (for instance, Wesley challenged Methodists to end slavery); and Ad-
dressing the Needs of the Poor! These works of mercy help us to become more sen-
sitive to the needs of others and witness to the loving care of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_prayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quiet_Time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quiet_Time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Communion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fasting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communion_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Healthy_living
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New Sermon Series 
 

Courage: Jesus and the Call to BRAVE FAITH 
September 26 – November 7, 2021 

WEEK 1 - The Clarity of Courage – September 26 

               OT: Isaiah 61:1-2, NT: Acts 1:6-8 (CEB)              

WEEK 2 - The Conviction of Courage – October 3 

               OT: Micah 6-8, Gospel: Luke 13:10-17 CEB)            

WEEK 3 -The Candor of Courage – October 10 

              OT: Job 2:1-11, NT: James 3:5 (CEB) 

WEEK 4 - The Hope of Courage – October 17  

               OT: Deuteronomy 31:6 & Isaiah 40:31 

               NT: Romans 5:2-5 (CEB) 

WEEK 5 - The Fortitude of Courage – October 24 

               OT: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15, NT: Luke 9:1-6 (CEB) 

WEEK 6 –The Love of Courage – November 7 

               OT – Joshua 1:9, Gospel: Luke 15:11-21 (CEB) 

 

To keep on being the church in times like these requires courage. During the 
spring the Disciple Fast Track 2 group studied for six weeks a book by Tom Berlin 
entitled Courage. I will embark upon this sermon series this month beginning on 
Sunday, September 26. On the first Sunday of September, we will finish up the 
last sermon in the Power Surge series, “Being What You Say You Are!” 

 We at Bethel have so much to be grateful for. God has blessed through each of 
you the resources to do ministry and to reach the world for Christ. While we have 
had a small number of COVID-19 cases among our members, most of those infect-
ed survived. Ninety percent of our congregation has been vaccinated, Pfizer Vac-
cine has been fully approved by the FDA as well as the booster shot, with Johnson 
and Johnson and Moderna vaccines to follow. We have been at the forefront of 
feeding the hungry and providing masks for the community. On September 4 and on 
September 25 we will again attempt to provide the COVID-19 vaccines. The need 
is great in our community with so many schools and families, and a fully vaccination 
rate of only 41% in GA.   We celebrate that the US is back up to doing over a 
million vaccines a day.  We are also grateful that on September 19 we will cele-
brate Grandparents Day with our own Louise Foster bringing the message. All in all, 
we have much, even as nation to be thankful for. 
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In Paul’s words, “So let us not grow weary in well doing.”  God has called us, ap-
pointed us, and anointed us to be in ministry. We must be obedient to God’s call! 

We must become a movement, directed by the power of the Holy Spirit in times 
like these. 

 Please understand that we are living in an anxious system.  What are you doing 
to bring peace and positive spirit to these times of great angst?  

   Finally, World Communion Sunday is October 3. We must remember Christians in 
Afghanistan and the Afghanistan people; soldiers in harm’s way evacuating American 

and allies alike; Haiti, which is on a fault line which makes this poverty-stricken 
nation vulnerable to earthquakes and monsoons; African and third world countries 

that don’t even have a means for getting the vaccine against this deadly pandemic; 
wildfires, hurricanes, warming of our oceans, and tornadoes. Please be in prayer 
for all those that are suffering across the world and our loved ones that are strug-

gling to overcome illnesses and hospitals filled to capacity.    

 What does God say to all this? In the final words of John Wesley, “The best is 
that God is with us.”   

Yours in partnership with Christ in ministry,  

Pastor Tucker 

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker 
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Joyce Spaulding Hix and  

Barbara Lastra 

 

Bethel members born in the month of 

SEPTEMBER are encouraged to please 

show love and concern for Bethel's sick 

and shut-in  during this month. These 

expressions may be in the form of visits, 

phone calls, cards and prayer.  

 

Let us help to lift the spirit of those in need 

of healing and Christian care. Please refer 

to the sick and shut-in list in the Sunday 

bulletin and email. 

 

APRIL 4 

BETHEL STILL NEEDS  

Y*O*U*R  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

GIVE online 
 

https://bethelumcatlanta.org/giving

-remittal/ 
 

MAIL your check (not cash) to the 

church or drop it 

in the secure 

mailbox out 

front.  The 

mailbox is 

checked frequently. 
 
 

BRING your check to the church on 

Sunday after the virtual worship service 

and give it personally to Mr. Ball.  

   QUICK GRAMMAR LESSON 

           acronym vs. acrostic 

Acronym—An abbreviation formed  from the 

initial letters of other words and pronounced as 

a word (written in all caps) 

Examples:  NASA — National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration 

IBM—International Business Machines 

MARTA—Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit  

Authority 

 

Acrostic—Term used to describe a poem or 

verse in which one letter in each word is used to 

form another word 

Examples:  PUSH—Prayer Until Something  

Happens 
 

TEAM—Together Everyone Achieves More 

FEAR—False Expectations Appearing  

Real 
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The SWEEAC Back Pack Drive sponsored by Bethel UMC was a huge success under 

the leadership of our SWEEAC representative, Sarah Heard (pictured by car door).   

Members of Bethel United Methodist Men proudly display some of the back packs!   

( L-R:  Ernest Perry, James Reid, John Stafford, Dr. Clyde Lord and Isaac Lockett)   
 

Photographer- Roland Foster. 

Thank you, Bethel family... 

SWEEAC BACK PACK DRIVE 

Jacqueline Hicks (loss of husband, John Hicks) 

Barbara Lord (loss of sister, Frances Haywood) 

Linda Alexander (loss of sister, Carolyn DuBose) 

Pastor Tucker (loss of cousin and also a longtime 

friend) 

Ike Lockett (loss of mother, Hettie Lockett) 

Myrtle Moore (loss of sister) 
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