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The  Bethel  

2021 THEME 

  Fulfilling the Lord’s 
Mission in 2021 

 

MOTTO 

  Being One in Twenty-One 
 

JULY SCRIPTURE  

 Ephesians 1:4 God chose us in Christ to 
be holy and blameless in God’s presence 

before the creation of the world  

IN THIS ISSUE  
 

  1 —  Grand Re-opening of Church 

  2 — Pastor’s Letter, p. 1 

  3 — Pastor’s Letter, p. 2 

  4 — Congratulations to Scholars 

  5 — UMW 

  6 — June Birthday Celebrants 

  7 — Father’s Day Drive-by 

  8 — Pop-up Market 

  9 — Bible Study, Online Giving 

10 — July Calendar 

   

 

Sunday, July 18 

10 am 

• In-person worship 

• Social distancing 

• Praise team 

• Musicians 

• Balloon release after service 

• Meal on the grounds 
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Greetings in the Powerful Name of Jesus the Christ, 

 

     It is already July, and we welcome Rev. Elizabeth Ackerman as our 1st Sunday preacher of 

the hour. I hope you will make her very welcome as you sign in to Zoom or call in. She is a won-

derful friend who is giving up her own holiday to be with you. 

 

     2nd Sunday, July 11, is our Children and Youth Sunday. I will be preaching instead of Rev. 

Kimberly W. Tyler while she gets some much-needed rest and renewal time. The sermon is: “If 

You Want to Walk on Water, You Have to Get Out of the Boat,” part 1. You do not want to miss 

part 1 so that you will be ready for part 2 at the Grand Re-opening Service on the 3rd Sunday, 

July 18. Please support our young people as they support you as well. 

 

      As we come back from this awful isolation we found ourselves in during this pandemic, we 

are blessed by the opportunity to gather back together for in-person worship. You may not need 

us, but your church brothers and sisters need to reconnect with you in this basic Christian way 

of worship and fellowship. We will gather on a limited and safe social distancing manner on the 

3rd Sunday, July 18. It will be a festive day of our praise team singing, our musicians playing, 

and balloons to be released at the close of service. It is a time to move from fear to faith, from 

fear to trust, from the convenience of home (e.g., the couch, bed, dining room, kitchen table, 

and curlers in the hair) to sacrificial love so others can thrive. Let us move from Mattress Meth-

odist to fully engaged worshipers in God’s House of Prayer.  

 

     There will be temperature checks, hand sanitizing stations, single use of the bathrooms,  

social distancing, and elbow bumps. Come back home… I want to share these words from Tom 

Berlin’s book, “COURAGE: Jesus And The Call to Brave Faith.”  

 

Jesus spoke about this while standing on a hill overlooking Jerusalem. He could see the city 

and its inhabitants. He said, 

 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 

often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 

wings, and you were not willing!”   (Luke 13:34) 

 

He is speaking a prophetic word about the fickle nature of human beings. We say we want a 

message from God, but then get angry at those who deliver it. He knows he will be killed by 

them as well. As he says this, Jesus uses an image that captures both the strength we find 

when we are drawn to God and, at the same time, enter closer community with others.  
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Jesus describes God as a mother hen who creates a space of security where we are drawn 

closer to others. In so doing, we find the ability to endure. We find a strength that is not our 

own, but which becomes the source of our fortitude. 

 

The strength of fortitude is uniquely the property of those who actively gather together under 

the protective wings of God. When we depend only on the personal confidence that courses 

through our veins, courage begins to fail. Soon we discover that we can all be that little chick-

en. Compared to the challenge we are undertaking, we are scrawny. We don’t have enough 

feathers to keep courage warm and vital. Prayer and trust in Christ are the ways Jesus’s fol-

lowers keep themselves near the heat and light of God’s presence where fortitude thrives. Our 

trust in Christ must be overt. It is a confession that we make. We have to say it out loud before 

it is actualized in our lives. 

 

     Finally, Sunday, July 25, is Disciple Bible Study Sunday. We will celebrate with those who 

completed their Disciple Bible Study classes and register for Disciple I Fast Track for those 

who have not had the opportunity to attend this class.  Disciple III Fast Track will be held on 

Tuesday evenings from 7:00pm-8:30pm; Jesus and the Gospels, Wednesday evenings at 

6:30pm; and Covenant Bible Study on Thursdays from 11:00am to 12:30pm.  All these growth 

opportunities begin during the third week of August with orientation.  Our Wednesday Noon 

class will resume August 11 with “Numbers and Deuteronomy.”  

 

     This fall promises to be thought provoking and inspirational. Don’t miss this opportunity to 

grow deeper and stronger in your faith and prayer life. Also, especially do not miss the oppor-

tunity to reconnect with your Bethel family. I would love the opportunity to meet you in person 

on July 18, 2021. I have been here for over a year now and still have not met most of you face 

to face. I want to know you and for you to know me as not only your pastor but also as your 

sister in Christ. We are looking to brighter and hope filled days ahead.  

 

Thank you for your faithfulness.  

 

Yours in partnership with Christ in Ministry,  

 

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker 
 

Rev. Dr. Jacqui Rose-Tucker 
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KINDERGARTEN 
James Franklin Hicks 
 
1st GRADE 
Russell Allen 
Kinsley Mariyah Lee 
Logan Reed 
 
2nd GRADE 
Kayla Lee 
 
3rd GRADE 
Travion Grant 
 
4th GRADE 
Traniya Grant 
Nicholas Williams 
 
5th GRADE 
John Mason Hicks 
Tyler James Johnson 
Landen Reed 
Myriah Troupe 
 
6th GRADE 
Ryan Foreman 
Benjamin Spaulding  

 
7th GRADE 
Lucas Reed 
Keon Williams 
 
8th GRADE 
Kennedi Foreman 
Trevintae Grant 
Malia Morse 
Thomas (TJ) Morse 
Laia Reed 
Kaitlyn Johnson 
Joshua Williams 
 
9th GRADE 
Travis Grant, Jr. 
 
11th GRADE 
Henry Smith 
Zyon McColley 
Zyad McColley 
 
GRADUATES 
Samuel Ball, III 
Danielle Smith 
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 Bethel United Methodist Women (BUMW) Receives 
Thank You Note 

Louise Foster, Contributor 
Lillie King, Social Action, Chair 

Catherine Lemons, BUMW President 
 

Shown here are six of the seven mission-minded 
women who participated in the five vehicle 
motorcade to deliver gift bags from BUMW to the 
graduates at Carrie Steele-Pitts Home. Pictured 
from to right are Jacqueline Hicks, Lillie King, 
Pastor Tucker, Mattye Sanders, Catherine 
Lemons and Marilyn Sullivan. Not pictured is 
Louise Foster, the photographer. Although the 
event was billed as a drive-by celebration, the 
women parked their vehicles and got out of them 
to share words and expressions of 
encouragement and food for thought.  
 

The gift bags contained beautifully engraved Bibles, Bethel signature ball point pens 
with stylus tip, current devotional materials and a gift card for $50 and $100 for the 
valedictorian. This was enabled by an anonymous philanthropist who not only 
matched the funds from the unit but also paid for the Visa cards. Pastor Tucker 
matched the funds for the valedictorian. Details are printed in the June issue of the 
Bethel Star. 
 

Dr. Evelyn Lavizzo sent this thank-you note that is printed below. 
 
Dear Bethel United Methodist Church Family, 
 
Thank you so very much for sharing such love with the four CSPH graduates.  We are so proud of them 
for what they have achieved and for the people they are becoming.  Your beautiful gifts and words of 
wisdom made this occasion very meaningful for all of us. 
 
The excitement the young people have for their next steps in life gives us hope for the future.  I know 
they will use your gift wisely, and they will keep the Bibles with them as they become contributing 
members of society.  Your gifts will help prepare them, and your words of wisdom will guide them as 
they move forward.  We were all moved by what each of you shared.  It was sage advice for all of us.  
Thank you for choosing to bless CSPH.  Please know we could not continue the work that our founder, 
Ms. Carrie Steele asked of us 133 years ago without your support.  With your support, this humble 
Home will be able to provide a haven where our youth can heal, dream, and start to become the people 
they dream of becoming.   
 
We hope you will visit soon, and it will be our joy to keep you informed on the progress of the 2021 
graduates.  I know that you will be pleased to see how they blossom over the next few years.  
 
With profound gratitude,  
 

Evelyn Lavizzo, PhD Executive Director 
Carrie Steele-Pitts Home, Inc.                 
Celebrating 133 Years  

667 Fairburn Road, NW Atlanta, GA 30331 
678.974.8874 fax www.csph.org  
404.691.5187  
United Way Helps Here 

 
 

http://www.csph.org/
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JUNE BIRTHDAY CELEBRANTS—JUNE 16 

The June Birth Month club threw a party for all persons born in June.  Members  were 

celebrated with balloons, ice cream,  and cup cakes.   

The celebrants took items to members that were not able to attend the event. 

Each person received one of 

these  special handmade 

coasters beautifully crafted 

by Catherine Lemons.   
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Jacqueline Hicks and  
Catherine Hart share 
display sign  

Bethel United Methodist Women posed for a lovely 

picture at the conclusion of their Father's Day 

Fellowship Drive-by activity.  Seated is president 

Catherine Lemons, (standing L>R) Barbara Lord, 

Carolyn Williams, Jacqueline Hicks, Connie Smith 

and Vice President Linda Brooks-Cooper. 

JUNE 20 

Lanny and Linda Alex-

ander, Barney Hart, 

George Hadley 

Barney Hart,  
Barbara and Clyde 
Lord, Sr. 

Judi Smith and  
Rev. Kimberly Tyler 
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OLDER ADULT MINISTRY 

On Tuesday, June 29, the Older Adult Ministry sponsored a pop-up market where customers 
were able to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables made available by Rhinehart Farms, a local 
community business.  This first-time venture was a huge success!  Items for sale included all 
sorts of greens, sweet potatoes, white potatoes, tomatoes, okra, cucumbers, watermelons, 
local honey and gourmet popcorn,  Traffic was steady throughout the day. Customers ex-
pressed their delight in being able to purchase these items right in their own neighborhood. 
 

Special thanks to Troy Smith, Ernest Perry, Ray Leaphart, Roland Foster and Barney Hart for 
arriving early to set up tables and umbrellas and for remaining for the duration of the event to 
break down the tables and umbrellas. 
 

 
Based on Tuesday’s success, the two organizations are planning to do a fall pop-up market 
as well. 
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Joyce Spaulding Hix and Barbara Lastra 

Bethel members born in the month of APRIL 

are encouraged to please show love and 

concern for Bethel's sick and shut-in  during 

this month. These expressions may be in the 

form of visits, phone calls, cards and prayer.  

 

Let us help to lift the spirit of those in need 

of healing and Christian care. Please refer to 

the sick and shut-in list in the Sunday 

bulletin and email. 

APRIL 4 

BETHEL STILL NEEDS  

Y*O*U*R  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

GIVE online 
 

https://bethelumcatlanta.org/giving

-remittal/ 
 

MAIL your check (not cash) to the 

church or drop it 

in the secure 

mailbox out 

front.  The 

mailbox is 

checked frequently. 
 
 

BRING your check to the church on 

Sunday after the virtual worship service 

and give it personally to Mr. Ball.  

TUESDAY 

• Disciple I Fast Track 

• Disciple III Fast Track          

(7:00 to 8:30 pm) 

 

WEDNESDAY 

• Jesus and the Gospels       

(6:30 pm) 

 

THURSDAY 

• Covenant Bible Study            

(11 am to 12:30 pm) 

    

 

REGISTER NOW FOR 

FALL CLASSES 
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