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2020 THEME: LOVING GOD BY SERVING THE COMMUNITY
IN THIS ISSUE
1 -- Get Tested for COVID-19
2 -- Gift from Pastor Crawford,
Christian Care, Our Deepest
Sympathy, Call-in Numbers for
Worship Service, Bethel’s New
Email Address
3 -- Cynthia Morton, Behind the
Scenes
4 -- August Calendar

AUGUST SCRIPTURE
Genesis 8:22

As long as the earth
endures, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day
and night, shall not cease.

A church in unity reaching out to the community with the G.O.S.P.E.L.
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GIFT FROM PASTOR
CRAWFORD

WORSHIP SERVICE CALL-IN NUMBERS
Bethel now has its own Zoom account for
worship service:
CALL-IN NUMBERS

1 646 558 8656 OR
1 816 431 1745

Meeting ID: 816 4131 1745
Pastor A. Elaine Crawford has donated
the two Waterford crystal glasses in
the pulpit as a gift to Bethel’s pulpit.
They will belong to the church for
pastors and pulpit guests to use.

Joyce Spaulding Hix and Barbara Lastra
Bethel members born in the month of JULY are
encouraged to please show love and concern for
Bethel's sick and shut-in during this month. These
expressions may be in the form of visits, phone
calls, cards and prayer.
Let us help to lift the spirit of those in need of
healing and Christian care. Please refer to the sick
and shut-in list sent via email right now.

Danielle Kimbrough (loss of mother,
Diane Kimbrough Jones)
Barney and Catherine Hart (loss of
daughter, Karin Hart)

Zoom link https://
us02web.zoom.us/
j/81641311745 to join by video
(Reminders to give tithes/offering/
checks/online/Bethel Community
Center)
https://bethelumcatlanta.org/givingremittal/

BETHEL INTENSIVE PRAYER
Join us each Tuesday at 6:00 pm
in the
Bethel Intensive Prayer Unit.
1 (720) 740-9856
access code 7211209#
BETHEL’S NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

Bethelumc1@gmail.com
2

CYNTHIA MORTON TO SERVE AS CO-INVESTIGATOR FOR A NEARLY
$1 MILLION NIA-NIH HEALTHY AGING RESEARCH STUDY
Submitted by JoAnn Morton, Proud Mom
Cynthia Morton, University of Florida College of Journalism and Communications
Advertising associate professor, is the co-investigator for $959,000 grant from the
National Institute on Aging – National Institutes for Health (NIA-NIH) to explore how
minority family members can potentially influence each other to be involved with
healthy aging clinical research studies.
Morton will work with a consortium of state partners and researchers from three
state universities, including UF Health-Jacksonville, to assist in the development and
implementation of a statewide communication plan to increase awareness and willingness of
diverse older adults to participate in NIA-funded clinical research opportunities.
The communication plan will focus on the importance of minority participation in clinical trials,
particularly among African-American, Latino/Hispanic and Caribbean populations. Currently,
inadequate outreach approaches, poor communication and messaging, and community mistrust of
research and institutions have contributed to low recruitment and retention for clinical research in
these populations.

BEHIND THE SCENES

Note: The author of the July 16, 2020 Upper Room meditation (A Good Deed) was invited to
submit a follow-up article. That submission is shown below.
Laughter is good medicine for the soul. Even with our dilemma on that eventful day detailed in my
meditation, our senior ministry group found several instances to share laughter.
For starters, as we were about to leave the park, the bus would not go into reverse. Interestingly, several state
prisoners were at the park picking up trash. One of our members asked the guard if they could push the bus
backward so we could go forward. He complied—they did—and we crawled along for about two miles before
reaching the sister church that rescued us.
There is a scene in a movie with Cicely Tyson and Richard Pryor where members of the KKK push the
characters’ bus out of the mud in a rural area. Getting our bus out of the mud our first opportunity to share
laughter, as well as thanks. Who would have thunk we would also have such unexpected rams in the bush!
You’ve probably surmised that our bus was experiencing serious transmission issues—not changing
gears. As we approached two stop signs after leaving the park, some members jokingly urged the driver to
keep going, lest the bus stopped before we could seek mechanical help. Thank goodness he didn't listen to
us. In about a mile, we crept into a body shop. They put transmission fluid in the bus but assured us it would
not make the trip home. In another mile the crippled bus got us to the rescue church.
Dining at a popular family restaurant in the area was part of the itinerary that day. Almost three hours had
elapsed between the time we left the park, stopped at the body shop, and received permission to use the van.
However, we decided to keep our dinner plans anyway. Thank God it was a buffet, because by now we were
truly famished!
As we piled out of the van at the restaurant, the curious stares we received were quite amusing. Of course,
the church’s name and address were blazoned across the side of the borrowed van. Perhaps those curious
looks were from church members in this small southern town. Surely that church didn’t have 16 black
members. Although we momentarily laughed at those baffled looks, we were rightfully concerned that
someone might report the van as stolen. After all, only the church trustee chair and secretary knew that we
legally had a right to use the van. Our one fervent prayer was that the police would not stop us. Then we
would have to explain our dilemma all over again, while still hopeful for a satisfactory outcome.
Mind you, this was a 15-passenger van accommodating 16 adults, so the term “packed in like sardines”
was fitting for us that day. Deciding on a suitable seating arrangement was truly hilarious. Eventually, one
smaller person volunteered to sit on the floor. The two guys stretched their legs on the floor behind the back
seat. We all know that music is a universal soother for any situation. Thus, we sang awhile and told a few
clean jokes. We even learned a little bit more about each other on the way home.
Lastly, prayer is a powerful weapon also. From the time we left home that morning to each interval
throughout that ordeal, we prayed. When the church honored our request, we offered a sincere prayer of
thanksgiving. On the way home, we prayed for safety. Once we arrived safely in Atlanta, we prayed again. We
will be eternally grateful to that church for its good deed. “We were stranded and you rescued us.” Amen.
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Bethel United Methodist Church

August 2020
SUN Sun

MONMon

TUETue

Wed
WED

THUThu

FRI Fri

SAT Sat
1
8AM – UMM
Via conf. call
9AM - UMW
Via conf. call

2

3

4

5

6

5:30 pm
Building
Committee Mtg.
via conf. call

5:30PM Leadership Mtg
Via Zoom
6:00PM - Bethel
Intensive Prayer
Unit—via conf. call

Communion
Sunday

Ambur Fuller

9

10

C&Y Sunday

Clyde Lord, Sr.

16

12

13

6:00PM - Bethel
Intensive Prayer
Unit—via conf. call

4:00 PM
OAM Meeting
Via conf. call

5:30PM – NLDC
6:30PM – Finance
7PM – Church
Council

17

18

6:30PM
Trustees Meeting

6:00PM - Bethel
Intensive Prayer
Unit—via conf. call

Emma Brock
Louise Foster
Annette Mitchell

Myles Jackson

23

24

Angelique Ball
20

26

6:30PM –
Finance Mtg
Via conf. call

Maria Johnson

21

22

Week 1 Bible Study
Newsletter Deadline

Stanford Moore

Ronald
Braithwaite, II

27

28

29

Week 2 Bible Study

Sandra Taylor
Margaret BrooksTownes

Young Adult
Worship Sunday

15

7PM – Church
Council Mtg
Via conf. call

6:00PM - Bethel
Intensive Prayer
Unit—via conf. call

30

14

Week 1 Orientation

19

25

8

6:30 pm
SPRC mtg. via
ZOOM

11

John Hawkins
Helen Jones
Ediayanna
Woodard

7

Pearl Adams

31

BIBLE STUDY: DISCIPLE IV: Under the Tree of Life
Thursdays at 11:00 via ZOOM
Starting August 13, 2020—Orientation
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